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Abstract

This study was conducted to examine the role
of the social network X (Twitter) in reflecting
political and social events in Afghanistan, fo-
cusing on the residents of Mazar-e-Sharif. The
research employed a quantitative, survey-based
methodology, and data were collected using a
questionnaire and simple random sampling
from 383 participants. The data were analyzed
using SPSS software, employing both descrip-
tive statistics and inferential statistical tests,
including the Pearson correlation and indepen-
dent t-test. The results revealed that the majority
of respondents, particularly the young and edu-
cated population, preferred X over other social
networks for following political and social news
and events. The findings indicate that continu-
ous use of this network has led to an increase in
users’ political and social awareness, and there
is a significant positive correlation between the
amount of X usage and the level of awareness.
Moreover, X users place greater trust in its news
content compared to other networks, and a sig-
nificant difference was observed between trust
in X’s content and other media. This research
emphasizes that the X social network plays a
key role not only in faster and wider dissemina-
tion of information but also in strengthening us-
ers’ critical perspective and social participation.
However, challenges such as the spread of mis-
information were identified, the management of
which requires intelligent media policymaking.
Keywords: X, Afghanistan, social media, po-
litical awareness, social trust, Mazar-e-Sharif.
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